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 Intl St 12/ Poli Sci 44a Global Issues and Institutions
Spring Quarter 2009

Tuesday 7:00 - 9:50pm SSLH 100

Course description
Global Issues and Institutions is an introductory survey course designed to introduce the students to numerous current issues confronting policy-makers, pundits, and concerned global citizens as well as to the international institutions that regularly cope with those same issues. Among the issues discussed are the following: nuclear politics, energy crisis, war, international terrorism, globalization, ethnic conflict, environmental degradation, development, debt, and dependence. At the end of the quarter students will be able to: (a) identify and describe some major political, economic, social, and environmental issues confronting the global community; (b) evaluate major threats to peace and stability in the world today; (c) understand the role of power and military force in global affairs and limitations to the use of force; and (d) evaluate the demographic, economic, and national aspects of development.
Course requirements
Students are required to attend all lectures and to keep up with the reading according to the schedule below. There will be three pop quizzes in lectures, two in-class midterms and a home final (cumulative but open notes) exam. In addition, students are required to regularly attend and actively participate in weekly discussions. Students are strongly encouraged to read a major newspaper or newsmagazine to enhance class discussion. (You should use resources available on the Web.  Various news services, including the New York Times and Los Angeles Times are available on the Web.  Some will give you just newswire reporting and nothing more extensive or analytic.  But some will give you full-length articles.  Some will let you search archives, which go back (varying lengths of time).  Some newsmagazines, such as The New Republic, are available on the Web.  Check out the Electronic Newsstand (where you can search archives of past issues as well).

Grades are calculated as follows:

Mid-term I

20%


Mid-term II                      25%

Final


30%

Quizzes                           15%

Participation                    10%

Required texts:

John l. Seitz (2008) Global Issues: An Introduction (3th edition). Wiley-Blackwell

Robert M. Jackson (2009). Annual Editions: Global Issues 08/09 (24th edition). McGraw-

Hill/Dushkin.

Lecture/reading schedule
Week one: Nuclear Proliferation

Tuesday   3/31:
Read: Seitz pp. 219-225, and Jackson pp. 122-125, 129-130, 148-151.

Week two: Energy Crisis and Policies

Tuesday   04/07:  Read: Jackson pp. 97-109; and Seitz pp. 115-129, 138-155.


Week three: Ethnic Conflict, Peacekeeping and Nation Building

Tuesday  04/14:   Read: Jackson pp. 131-138. 


Week four: International Trade and Financial Globalization

Tuesday  04/21:  First Mid-term (first hour of class).
  Read: Jackson pp. 66-76, 86-91.     
 

Week five: International Trade and Financial Globalization (continued)
Tuesday 04/28: 
Week six: Great Power Competition 

Tuesday 05/05: 
 Read: Jackson pp. 24-27; 119-121; 154-156.

Week seven: International Terrorism

Tuesday 05/12:
Second Mid-term (first hour of class).

Read: Jackson pp. 113-116, 126-128. 

Week eight: Population Gowth, The Environment, and Food Production

Tuesday 05/19:
Read: Jackson pp. 3-6; pp. 28-38 pp. 39-65, 185-187; and Seitz pp. 37-75; pp. 78-114, 130-137.  

Week nine: Poverty, Diseases, and Development

Tuesday 05/26:
Read: Jackson pp. 7-19; 92-96; 157-165; and Seitz pp. 3-36.

Week ten: Common Values and Cultural Differences

Tuesday 06/02:
 Read: Jackson pp. 166-184.


Tuesday 06/09  7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  SSLH 100      (In-class) Final

