ED 173: Cognition and Learning in Educational Settings

Professor Martinez

Practice Quiz: Cognitive Processes
Note: These quizzes are posted on the course website and on the course noteboard. The day after each lecture will be designated as a discussion day for that lecture and the associated quiz. On that day, a TA will respond to all posted questions and comments on the practice quiz. Please post your questions and comments on the course noteboard. Any questions and comments posted after the designated discussion day for a particular practice quiz will be read and responded to, but they may not be responded to immediately.  

To access the course noteboard, go to http://eee.uci.edu/ and sign in to MyEEE.  Click on “noteboard” underneath the course listing for ED 173, then click on the ED 173 Practice Quizzes Noteboard.  From there, click on the practice quiz forum that you would like to address.
Please DO NOT send emails to the TAs regarding these practice quizzes – all questions and comments about the practice quizzes should be posted on the noteboard. This will allow all students to learn from each other’s questions. Of course, feel free to email TAs with any other course questions or comments (.

1. The shift from sensing random, meaningless information to seeing some order or pattern in the visual field is an example of:

a. sensation.

b. experience.

c. expertise.

d. perception.

2. Considering what cognitive psychologists tell us about attention, identify the pair of activities that most people would have trouble doing simultaneously.

a. Watching the evening news on television while studying for an exam.

b. Carrying on a conversation about the meaning of life while walking down the street.

c. Mentally planning a weekend camping trip while jogging.

d. Thinking about what to cook for dinner while combing one’s hair.

Follow-up Question: Using the terms “declarative”, “procedural”, “chunking,” and “automaticity”, explain why the correct answer is correct and the incorrect answers are incorrect.

3. Which one of the following is the best example of encoding while learning state capitals?

a. Corey tries to learn Austin, Texas by making sure he is relaxed before he studies it.

b. Bernice tries to learn St. Paul, Minnesota by repeating “St. Paul, Minnesota” over and over to herself.

c. Abe tries to learn Atlanta, Georgia by thinking, “The Atlantic Ocean is gorgeous.”

d. Darcy tries to learn Sacramento, California by having a tape recorder play “Sacramento, California,” over and over while she sleeps.

4. Which of the following is NOT a depth of processing level:

a. Semantic (the meaning of the word)

b. Acoustic (the sound of the spoken word)

c. Emotional (the way words make you feel)

d. Physical (the printed letters of the word)

5. What are chunking and automaticity, what kinds of knowledge do they relate to, and what do they have in common?

6. The serial position curve has some implications for teaching and learning.  Sketch the general shape of the curve, labeling the axes.  Describe how you could apply the ideas to teaching.

