ED 173: Cognition and Learning in Educational Settings

Professor Martinez

Practice Quiz: Need Theories of Motivation
Note: These quizzes are posted on the course website and on the course noteboard. The day after each lecture will be designated as a discussion day for that lecture and the associated quiz. On that day, a TA will respond to all posted questions and comments on the practice quiz. Please post your questions and comments on the course noteboard. Any questions and comments posted after the designated discussion day for a particular practice quiz will be read and responded to, but they may not be responded to immediately.  

To access the course noteboard, go to http://eee.uci.edu/ and sign in to MyEEE.  Click on “noteboard” underneath the course listing for ED 173, then click on the ED 173 Practice Quizzes Noteboard.  From there, click on the practice quiz forum that you would like to address.
Please DO NOT send emails to the TAs regarding these practice quizzes – all questions and comments about the practice quizzes should be posted on the noteboard. This will allow all students to learn from each other’s questions. Of course, feel free to email the TAs with any other course questions or comments (.

1.  If you were to incorporate Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs into your teaching practices one of the first things you would be likely to do is:
a. Emphasize the importance of getting good grades

b. Remind students that their achievements in school will help them to get a good job

c. Make sure your students feel safe and secure

d. Reinforce students consistently for their classroom behavior

Follow-up question: What are some things teachers (or parents) can do to make sure that children’s other needs are being met?

2.  According to self-worth theory, people use multiple ways to persevere their sense of worth when it is threatened by public failure.  Which is not a recognize means to protect self-worth?

a. Choose very easy tasks.

b. Choose very difficult tasks.

c. Dismiss the importance of the task.

d. Exaggerate the importance of the task.

3.  The statement “I am not a good chef and I’ll never be able to put together a good meal” reveals:
a. an incremental theory of ability

b. an entity theory of ability

c. task involvement

d. ego involvement

4.  Which one of the following students clearly has a mastery goal rather than a performance goal?

a. Alice stays away from science courses because she’s never done very well in science

b. Boris wants the recognition that being a star football player will bring him

c. Cal is relieved to learn he passed his English composition course

d. Dinah doesn’t worry about making mistakes as long as she knows she is making progress

Follow-up question: Explain why the students in the incorrect choices are exhibiting a performance goal.
5.  Carl Rogers’ theory of psychotherapy and education placed great emphasis on the person’s intrinsic tendency to seek wholeness and health.  This assumption aligns most closely with:
a. Chomsky’s ideas concerning transformational grammars.

b. Skinner’s principles of conditioning.

c. Festinger’s cognitive dissonance theory.

d. Maslow’s notion of self-actualization.

Below are statements that convey students' explanation for their own performance Determine whether each statement reflects (a) an internal or external locus, (b) stability or instability, and (c) controllability or uncontrollability. 

6. "That test was really picky and unfair!"
7. "I knew I could do it eventually if I just kept working at it."
8. "I've never been able to carry a tune. Must be in the genes: My sister can't carry one either."
9. "Oh, no! Mr. Smith has scheduled my oral report for Friday the 13th, the most unlucky day of the year. I'm doomed!"
10.  Explain Festinger’s cognitive dissonance theory using a concrete example.

