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Political Science 129C / Chicano/Latino Studies 159

Research Paper on Campaign and Candidate Group Outreach in the 2008 Election
Candidates, campaigns, and parties increasingly focus their outreach in group terms.  In part, the interest of both major parties in the Latino vote can be understood in these terms.  The Democrats seek to hold on to what has been a long-term loyalty among Latinos and Republicans seek to make inroads among Latinos, or, at least, key subsets of the Latino population.  For both parties, Latinos take on particular importance in states that are competitive in the electoral college, the “battleground states.”
In a research paper of approximately 10 pages, please compare outreach to Latinos in 2008 with outreach to another group or cohesive electoral interest.  Your research paper should evaluate how one or both of the major candidates/political parties reached out to Latinos and to the group/interest of your choice in 2008 and how effective this outreach was (you will need to define what you mean by success).  I will leave to you to define “outreach,” though you will need to examine such factors as advertising, candidate or surrogate visits, issues addressed on the campaign trail or in the debates, speakers at the party conventions, strategic expectations for Latino votes, or other forms of connection between the candidate and voters.

Depending on the group that you select, you may focus your analysis of outreach only on Barack Obama/the Democrats or John McCain/the Republicans.  For the most part, third parties have made little effort to reach out to Latinos, so I would encourage you to focus most of your research and analysis on the two major parties/candidates.

Possible Research Topics

I welcome other suggestions; speak with me about a possible topic before proceeding with your research.

Electorates targeted by one or both campaigns

Active duty military

Immigrant voters

“Hockey moms”

African Americans

Independents


Senior citizen voters

Asian Americans

Ron Paul primary voters
Undecided voters

Clinton primary voters
The “NASCAR” vote

Veterans

Democratic loyalists

Newly registered voters
The youth vote

Early/Absentee voters

The religious right

First-time primary voters
Gun owners


Republican loyalists

Church-going voters
Battleground states (those with significant Latino populations identified with a *):

Colorado*


Minnesota


Pennsylvania

Florida*


Nevada*


Wisconsin

Iowa



New Mexico*


New Hampshire
Michigan


Ohio

A Note on Sources

Research on topics such as these is limited by the fact that you will have to rely largely on journalistic accounts as well as statements by the candidates, campaigns, and the parties.  Under most circumstances, these are not the most reliable sources and would be discouraged in a research paper.  I understand that you will need to use such sources for this project, but you should remain critical of the sources you use and evaluate their veracity in your analysis.  You should also, as much as possible, rely on primary evidence, e.g. quotes from candidates/campaigns, fundraising or expenditure data (not promises, but actual data), counts of candidate visits or expenditures in a specific state or to reach a specific electorate, when these data are available.
Due Dates


Statement of research focus: October 14 (this may be submitted by email to LDESIPIO@UCI.EDU)


Research paper due: December 2, at the beginning of class

