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Course Overview


This course analyzes the strategies used by Latinos to influence outcomes in the 2008 Elections as well as efforts by candidates, campaigns, and political parties to mobilize Latino voters.  We will use 2008 as a case study to analyze the broader influence of Latinos on U.S. electoral politics and to evaluate how the structure of contemporary U.S. elections benefits cohesive electorates and disadvantages more marginalized populations.
The class will be organized around three broad themes.  First, we will evaluate the influence of Latinos in recent elections.  Second, we will analyze how electoral systems and structures create opportunities and barriers to Latino participation.  Finally, we will assess how candidates understand the Latino electorate and shape their campaign structures and messages to reach out to Latinos.

Course Readings


Readings are taken from four sources.  I will ask you to read two books as well as a collection of articles that are available for purchase from Anteater Publishing at the UCI Bookstore.  In addition, I will post relevant journalistic articles and polling data to the class web site.  I expect that you will read these posted articles as thoroughly as the assigned readings.


The books are:

DeSipio, Louis. 1996. Counting on the Latino Vote: Latinos as a New Electorate. Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press.

Semiatin, Richard J., ed. Campaigns on the Cutting Edge. Washington, D.C. Congressional Quarterly Press.

These books are available from local bookstores and are on reserve at the library.  I identify readings from the reading packet with “**.”  The books and most of the packet material are on reserve in the library.  

Course Requirements and Grading


I will evaluate your performance in the class in four ways.  These include: 1) an analytical essay on course readings; 2) a midterm exam; 3) a review of a documentary on the operation of the modern campaign; and 4) a ten-page research paper on group outreach in the 2004 elections.

1) Analytical Essay: The attached analytical essay asks you to evaluate arguments made in course readings and themes raised in class discussions.  You will be able to answer this question based on the course readings and I will not expect you to do additional research.  Your essay should be five to seven pages in length and appropriately cite your references.

This essay will be due at the beginning of class on October 28.  It will contribute 25 percent to your final grade.


2) Midterm exam: The midterm exam is on November 20.  The exam will likely include short answer and essay questions that will ask you to analyze and synthesize class readings, discussions, and lectures.  The final form of the exam will be shaped by class input prior to the exam.  I will welcome your input on how to design an exam that best tests your knowledge of the material.


The midterm will account for 30 percent of your final grade.


3) Research Paper on Campaign and Candidate Group Outreach in the 2008 Election.  This exercise is described in greater detail in the attached assignment.


There are two deadlines associated with the research paper: A brief statement of the focus of your research paper will need to be submitted by October 14.  This may be submitted in class or by email to me.  The research paper will be due on December 2 at the beginning of class.  The research paper will make up 40 percent of your final grade.


4) Campaign Documentary Review: Each student will need to view one of the documentaries below and write a two-page analysis addressing the following question: “Based on the example of the election profiled in the documentary that you viewed, what role did campaign professionals play in shaping the candidates’ messages?”


The documentary analysis will count for 5 percent of your final grade.  It is due at the beginning of class on October 14.


The documentaries (all available at the Library Media Center) that you can view for this exercise are:

The War Room (1993) [JK526 1992 .W37 1994] – A behind-the-scenes look at the 1992 Clinton presidential campaign.  This documentary is in many ways the model for each of the others below.  Simultaneously, the “war room” that is profiled is the model that all subsequent presidential campaigns have followed in terms of how to structure their ability to respond to criticism and to attack their opponents.

A Perfect Candidate (1996) [E840.8.N67 P47 1996] – This documentary profiles the campaign of Oliver North (who came to national fame in the Iran-Contra scandal) for the U.S. Senate in Virginia in 1994. The documentarians were granted access to view the back-room machinations hatched by the candidates, their handlers, and the press.

Taking on the Kennedys [1996] (JK2281.T25 1996) The documentary examines the 1994 Congressional election campaigns of Patrick Kennedy (son of Senator Edward Kennedy) and Kevin Vigilante in Rhode Island.  It pays particular attention to the media images and advertisements in the campaigns and their role in shaping popular images of the candidates.

This Town is Not for Sale! (1999) [JS1450.53 A87 1999] – A profile of Debbie Jaramillo’s successful campaign for mayor in Santa Fe, NM (in 1994).  Of the documentaries available for review, this is the one that most explicitly analyzes the role of a Latino electorate.

Journeys With George (2002) [JK526 1996 J68 2003] – NBC producer Alexandra Pelosi (Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi’s daughter) follows presidential hopeful George W. Bush on the campaign trail.  This documentary is the most explicit analysis of the role of the press in the campaign process.

See How they Run (2003) [F869.S357 S44 2003] – San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown’s reelection was seemingly secure until he faced a challenge from a write-in candidate, an openly gay city supervisor and stand up comedian.  This video analyzes how insurgent campaigns can change the terms of debate in a municipal race.

Last Man Standing (2004) [JK4816 .L37 2004] – A profile of a Texas legislative race in which national and state-level issues are filtered through the local campaign strategies of legislative candidates in a competitive race.

Course Schedule and Assigned Readings

September 25 – Introduction

September 30 – No class meeting

October 2 – Latinos and National Electoral Politics in the United States

DeSipio, Louis, and David Leal. 2009 [Forthcoming]. “A View from the Battleground’s Periphery: Latinos and the 2004 Elections” [Posted to class web site]

** Leal, David; Stephen A. Nuño; Jongho Lee; and Rodolfo O. de la Garza. 2008. “Latinos, Immigration, and the 2006 Midterm Elections.” PS: Political Science and Politics 41 [2] [April]: 309-317. ISSN: 1049-0965.

Week Two – The Contemporary Campaign and Opportunities for Latino Influence

October 7 and October 9

Semiatin, Richard. Campaigns on the Cutting Edge, chapters 1 (Semiatin), chapter 2 (Boatright), chapter 3 (Devine), chapter 4 (Graf), chapter 5 (Nelson), chapter 6 (Semiatin), chapter 7 (Shaiko), chapter 8 (Kasniunas and Rozell), chapter 9 (Mayer), and chapter 10 (Francia, Joe, and Wilcox) (pp. 1-174)

** Oberfield, Zachary, and Adam J. Segal. 2008. “Pluralism Examined: Party Television Expenditures Focused on the Latino Vote in Presidential Elections.” In Federico A. Subervi-Vélez, ed. The Mass Media and Latino Politics: Studies of U.S. Media Content, Campaign Strategies, and Survey Research, 1984-2004, pp. 291-308. New York: Routledge. ISBN 0-8058-5705-2.
Alvarez, R. Michael, and Stephen Ansolabehere. 2002. California Votes: The Promise of Election Day Registration. New York: Demos. http://www.votingtechnologyproject.org/media/documents/california_votes.pdf [also available on the class website].

Week Three – Latino Political Behavior

October 14 and October 16

Campaign documentary review, due October 14 at the beginning of class.

DeSipio, Louis. Counting on the Latino Vote: Latinos as a New Electorate, chapter 1-4 (pp. 1-118)

** Barreto, Matt. 2007. “Sí Se Puede! Latino Candidates and the Mobilization of Latino Voters” American Political Science Review 101 [3] [August]: 425-441. ISSN 0003-0554.

** Ramírez, Ricardo. 2007. “Segmented Mobilization: Latino Nonpartisan Get-Out-the-Vote Efforts in the 2000 General Election.” American Politics Research 35 [2] [March]: 155-175. ISSN 1532 673X.

** Stokes-Brown, Atiya Kai. 2006. “Racial Identity and Latino Vote Choice.” American Politics Research 34 [5] [September]: 627-649. ISSN 1532 673X.

Week Four – The 2008 Campaign, So Far, and Latino Electoral Opportunity

October 21 and October 23

DeSipio, Louis. Counting on the Latino Vote: Latinos as a New Electorate, chapter 5-7 (pp. 119-183)

Pew Hispanic Center. 2008. 2008 National Survey of Latinos: Hispanic Voter Attitudes. http://pewhispanic.org/files/reports/90.pdf. 

Articles Posted to the Class Web Site (list to be distributed)

Week Five – The Measures of Latino Influence

October 28 and October 30

Analytical essay due at the beginning of class October 28
** de la Garza, Rodolfo, and Louis DeSipio. 2006. “Reshaping the Tub: The Limits of the VRA for Latino Electoral Politics.” In David L. Epstein; Richard H. Pildes; Rodolfo O. de la Garza; and Sharyn O’Halloran, eds. The Future of the Voting Rights Act, pp. 139-162. New York: Russell Sage Foundation Press. ISBN 0-87154-072-X.

** Fraga, Luis Ricardo, Ricardo Ramírez, and Gary M. Segura. 2005. “Unquestioned Influence: Latinos and the 2000 Elections in California. In Rodolfo O. de la Garza and Louis DeSipio, eds. Muted Voices: Latinos and the 2000 Elections, pp. 173-193. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield. ISBN 0-7425-3591-9.

** Barreto, Matt; Fernando Guerra; Mara Marks; Stephen A. Nuño; and Nathan D. Woods. 2006. “Controversies in Exit Polling: Implementing a Racially Stratified Homogeneous Precinct Approach.” PS: Political Science and Politics 39 [July]: 477-483. ISSN: 1049-0965.

** Shaw, Daron; Rodolfo de la Garza; and Jongho Lee. 2000. Examining Latino Turnout in 1996: A Three-State Validated Survey.” American Journal of Political Science 44 [2] [April]: 338-346. ISSN: 0092-5853.

** Sanchez, Gabriel. 2006. “The Role of Group Consciousness in Political Participation Among Latinos in the United States.” American Politics Research 34 [4] [July]: 427-450. ISSN: 1532-673X.

Week Six – Final Expectations and Initial Assessment of Latino Influence in the 2008 Elections

November 4 and November 6

** de la Garza, Rodolfo, and Jeronimo Cortina. 2007. “Are Latinos Republicans But Just Don’t Know It? The Latino Vote in the 2000 and 2004 Elections” American Politics Research 35 [2] [March]: 202-223. ISSN 1532 673X.

** Nicholson, Stephen P.; Adrian Pantoja; and Gary M. Segura. 2006. “Political Knowledge and Issue Voting Among the Latino Electorate.” Political Research Quarterly 59 [2] [June]: 259-271. ISSN: 1065-9129.

Week Seven – Latino Influence in State and Local Politics, Disaggregating the 2008 Latino Vote

November 13

Readings to be Posted to the Class Website

Week Eight – The Future of Latino Politics, Exam Review, and Exam

November 20 – Exam

Semiatin, Richard. Campaigns on the Cutting Edge, chapters 11 (Renner) and 12 (Simpson), (pp. 175-206).

Weeks Nine and Ten – Class Discussion of Student Research on Group Outreach in the 2008 Election

November 25, November 27, and December 2
Research Paper Due: December 2, at the beginning of class.

December 4 – No class meeting
