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Political Science 129C / Chicano/Latino Studies 159

Latinos and the 2008 Elections

Analytical Essay Assignment


In an essay of 5 to 7 pages, please answer the following question.  I expect you to base your answer primarily on the readings identified below and, to a lesser degree, on lectures and class discussions.  I do not expect you to supplement these sources with outside research.


Your essay should analyze the readings and present evidence from these readings to support a thesis that you identify early in your essay.  When you tap material from the readings, you should cite the author and the page number in a parenthetical end note, e.g. (DeSipio, 1996: 123).


Late essays will not be accepted.

Question:

The authors of the chapters in Semiatin’s Campaigns on the Cutting Edge identify innovations in the ways in which political campaigns are conducted in the United States.  In an essay, evaluate at least three of these innovations (e.g. fundraising, paid media, new media, polling, voter mobilization, parties, interest groups, press coverage, and finance reform) and analyze whether the innovations that you have evaluated will change (either minimize or expand) the gap between Latino and non-Latino participation in electoral participation.  In your answer, please be sure to offer evidence from analyses of Latino political behavior in past elections to substantiate your assertions about the effect on Latino voting.
Readings that you should consult to answer this question:

DeSipio, Louis, and David Leal. 2009 [Forthcoming]. “A View from the Battleground’s Periphery: Latinos and the 2004 Elections”
Leal, David; Stephen A. Nuño; Jongho Lee; and Rodolfo O. de la Garza. 2008. “Latinos, Immigration, and the 2006 Midterm Elections.”
Semiatin, Richard. Campaigns on the Cutting Edge, chapters 1-10

Oberfield, Zachary, and Adam J. Segal. 2008. “Pluralism Examined: Party Television Expenditures Focused on the Latino Vote in Presidential Elections.”
Alvarez, R. Michael, and Stephen Ansolabehere. 2002. California Votes: The Promise of Election Day Registration.
DeSipio, Louis. Counting on the Latino Vote: Latinos as a New Electorate
Barreto, Matt. 2007. “Sí Se Puede! Latino Candidates and the Mobilization of Latino Voters”
Ramírez, Ricardo. 2007. “Segmented Mobilization: Latino Nonpartisan Get-Out-the-Vote Efforts in the 2000 General Election.”
Stokes-Brown, Atiya Kai. 2006. “Racial Identity and Latino Vote Choice.”
Pew Hispanic Center. 2008. 2008 National Survey of Latinos: Hispanic Voter Attitudes.

Due Date: 

October 28 (at the beginning of class)

