Political Science 126A / Chicano/Latino Studies 143

Mexican Americans and Politics

Essay Assignment #3


In an essay of 6 to 8 pages, please answer the following question.  I expect you to base your answer primarily on the readings identified below and, to a lesser degree, on lectures and class discussions.  I do not expect you to supplement these sources with outside research.


Your essay should analyze the readings and present evidence from these readings to support a thesis that you identify early in your essay.  When you tap material from the readings, you should cite the author and the page number in a parenthetical end note, e.g. (DeSipio, 1996: 123).


Late essays will not be accepted.

Question:

How does Latino/Hispanic pan-ethnicity challenge the ability of Mexican American to shape politics to reflect their interests?  Analyze Mexican American and Latino political attitudes discussed in the readings listed below to assess whether or not there is the foundation for the “situational ethnicity” discussed by Felix Padilla.  To answer this question, you will need to assess where Mexican American attitudes agree with those of other Latinos and where they do not.

Readings that you should consult to answer this question:


Padilla, Felix. 1984. “On the Nature of Latino Ethnicity.” Social Science Quarterly 65, pp. 651-664.

de la Garza, Rodolfo, et al. 1996. “Will the Real Americans Please Stand Up: Anglo and Mexican-American Support of Core American Political Values.” American Journal of Political Science, 40 #2, pp. 335-51.


DeSipio, Louis. 2004. “The Pressures of Perpetual Promise: Latinos and Politics, 1960-2003.” In David Gutierrez, ed. The Columbia History of Latinos Since 1960.” New York: Columbia University Press, pp. 421-465.


Tolbert, Carolyn, and Rodney Hero. 1996. “Race/Ethnicity and Direct Democracy: An Analysis of California’s Illegal Immigration Initiative.” The Journal of Politics 58 (3):806-818.


Sinclair, D.E. “Betsy,” and R. Michael Alvarez. 2004. “Who Overvotes, Who Undervotes, Using Punchcards? Evidence from Los Angeles County.” Political Research Quarterly 57 (1) (March): 15-25.


DeSipio, Louis, and Rodolfo O. de la Garza. 2005. “Between Symbolism and Influence: Latinos and the 2000 Elections.” In Rodolfo O. de la Garza and Louis DeSipio, eds. Muted Voices: Latinos and the 2000 Elections. Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, pp. 13-60.


Leal, David; Matt A. Barreto; Jongho Lee; and Rodolfo O. de la Garza. 2005. “The Latino Vote in the 2004 Election.” PS (January): 41-49.


DeSipio, Louis, and Natalie Masuoka. 2006. “Opportunities Lost? Latinos, Cruz Bustamante, and California’s Recall.” In Shaun Bowler and Bruce E. Cain, eds. Clicker Politics: Essays on the California Recall. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Prentice Hall, pp. 112-127.


Barreto, Matt A. 2005. “Latino Immigrants at the Polls: Foreign-born Voter Turnout in the 2002 Election.” Political Research Quarterly 58 (1) (March): 79-86.


Abrajano, Marisa A.; Jonathan Nagler; and R. Michael Alvarez. 2005. “A Natural Experiment of Race-Based and Issue Voting: The 2001 City of Los Angeles Elections.” Political Research Quarterly 58 (2) (June): 203-218.


Lopez, Linda, and Adrian D. Pantoja. 2004. “Beyond Black and White: General Support for Race-Conscious Policies Among African Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans, and Whites.” Political Research Quarterly 57 (4) (December): 633-642.


DeSipio, Louis. 1996. Counting on the Latino Vote: Latinos as a New Electorate. Charlottesville, VA: University Press of Virginia, chapter 2 – 7 (pp. 28-186).

Due Date: 

March 14 (at the beginning of class).
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