Introduction to Minority Politics

Political Science 61 / Chicano/Latino Studies 64

Midterm

Essay Question


The following essay question will be asked on the midterm exam.  Your answer will count for up to 67 percent of your midterm grade.  In addition to answering the essay question, you will be expected to answer three identification items selected from the class readings (from a list of five).  In your answers to the identifications, I expect to see both a definition and a statement of the significance of the identification item to the study of minority politics.  Your answers to the identifications should not exceed 100 words each. 

Question:

In class, I identified three models of minority exclusion—apartheid, economic/political disempowerment, and two-tiered pluralism.  So far, we have had the opportunity to examine the first two in depth.  In an essay, please define apartheid and economic/political disempowerment as they apply to U.S. minority politics and then assess how each shaped the political opportunities and barriers for three of the following racial/ethnic groups: African Americans, Asian Americans, Latinos, and Native Americans.  Please ensure that the evidence that you use to defend your thesis comes from both the readings and the lectures and that, as much as possible you identify the source of your evidence.

