
CONTENT WARNING

This presentation engages with sensitive 
material, including examples of hate 

speech and hate groups.

Your discretion is advised and 
encouraged.
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epistemic practices
how we encounter

consume
produce } knowledge

Nicole Anderson/Macquarie University (April 1, 2018)

© 2019 The Regents of the University of California 
copyright@uci.edu



digital civicscivics
privileges

responsibilities } citizenship
how to use digital tools for

civic participation

debate

social activism

    

confronting digital 
extremism
(disinformation, 
hate-based ideologies)
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media literacy
learning to identify media types

messages
biases

Data & Society Institute/Medium
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fact checking
good, but…
… the process of coming to know something is as 

important as the knowledge itself
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Stephen Colbert, White House Correspondents’ Association Dinner (C-SPAN, April 26, 2006) 
Source: CNN Business (April 26, 2016) 
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“Poe’s Law”
is it parody? or sincerity? how do you know?

Source: Christian Forums
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“‘Nothing on this page is real’: How lies become truth in online America” 
(Eli Saslow/Washington Post, November 17, 2018)

Source: weareallthellod.com c. 2018
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Source: Reddit (November 22, 2018)

Source: 4chan (January 26, 2019)

Source: Comment on “Red Pills: New Generation Wakes People Up (John Stossel/YouTube, March 28, 2018)
The Matrix (The Wachowskis/Warner Bros., 1999) 

Source: “Welcome to the Red Pill” (Rebecca Reid/The Telegraph, November 13, 2015)
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what is to be done?
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Source: Bethania Palma/Snopes (September 1, 2017)

Source: Joey Haar/Trendhunter,  
from Wall Street Journal’s “Red Feed, Blue Feed” (January 3, 2017)
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Data Craft: The Manipulation of Social Media Metadata 
(Amelia Acker/Data & Society Institute 2018, 3)

(2019)
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Data Craft: The Manipulation of Social Media Metadata 
(Amelia Acker/Data & Society, 2018)

Source: films7.com
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“The case for quarantining extremist ideas” 
(Joan Donovan & danah boyd/The Guardian, June 1, 2018)

“Readers Accuse Us of Normalizing a Nazi Sympathizer; We Respond” 
(Marc Lacey/The New York Times, November 26, 2017)
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The Oxygen of Amplification 
(Whitney Phillips/Data & Society Institute 2018, 4)

Designed by C Studio Design/Jim Cooke (2018)
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The Rise of the Alt-Right 
(Thomas J. Main/Brookings Institution, 2018, 33-34)
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technological solutions 
are not the answer;
social actions are
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