ED 173: Cognition and Learning in Educational Settings
Professor Martinez

Practice Quiz: Behaviorism

Note: These quizzes are posted on the course website and on the course noteboard. The day after each lecture will be designated as a discussion day for that lecture and the associated quiz. On that day, a TA will respond to all posted questions and comments on the practice quiz. Please post your questions and comments on the course noteboard. Any questions and comments posted after the designated discussion day for a particular practice quiz will be read and responded to, but they may not be responded to immediately.  

To access the course noteboard, go to http://eee.uci.edu/ and sign in to MyEEE.  Click on “noteboard” underneath the course listing for ED 173, then click on the ED 173 Practice Quizzes Noteboard.  From there, click on the practice quiz forum that you would like to address.
Please DO NOT send emails to the TAs regarding these practice quizzes – all questions and comments about the practice quizzes should be posted on the noteboard. This will allow all students to learn from each other’s questions. Of course, feel free to email the TAs with any other course questions or comments (.

1.  A misbehaving child is given “time out.” After 10 minutes of good behavior, the child is then allowed to play with friends.  Excusing the child from “time out” is an example of:

a. Continuous reinforcement.

b. Ratio-schedule reinforcement.

c. Positive reinforcement.

d. Negative reinforcement.

Follow up question: how is negative reinforcement different from punishment?

2.  What was it about Tolman’s mice that seemed to be a challenge to behaviorist ideas?
a. When facing a T-juncture they always turned right.

b. The seemed to navigate the maze with a goal or purpose.

c. They exhibited decreased intrinsic motivation.

d. They acquired a phobia of Little Albert.
3.  The basic idea underlying operant conditioning is that:

a. Stimulus-response associations, once learned, are permanent.

b. Learners are more motivated to acquire some behaviors than others.

c. Responses are affected by the consequences that follow them.

d. Responses are learned primarily through repetition.

4.  Nick is extremely anxious whenever he takes a test. From a classical conditioning perspective, we should:

a. Reassure him that he can do well if he tries hard.

b. Give him a few easy tests while he is feeling relaxed.

c. Reinforce him for each test question he answers correctly.

d. Give him a few extremely difficult tests at first, and then gradually give him easier ones.

Follow-up question: In this example, what is the UCS, the CS, the UCR, and the CR?

5.  Which one of the following has been shown to be a potential drawback of using behaviorist techniques in the classroom?

a. Improvements last only as long as the behaviorist intervention continues.

b. Extrinsic reinforcement may undermine any intrinsic motivation a student has for acting in appropriate ways.

c. They are often ineffective with students who have special educational needs, such as students with social or behavioral problems.

d. They may be useless when students have little motivation to change their behavior.
6.  You want to teach a child a new behavior pattern, and you are prepared to use rewards to do so.  At some point, however, you want to withdraw the rewards and have the behavior last as long as possible.  What’s the best strategy to accomplish these goals?
7.  Define learning from both a behaviorist perspective AND from a cognitive perspective.
